
36th Congress, ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ( Report 
1st Session. $ ( No. 438, 

ELIZA M. ARCHER. 

April 13, 1860.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Corry, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, made the following 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to ivhom was referred the petition of 
Eliza Ml. Archer, widow of Bichard C. Archer, a late purser in the 
navy, ashing an allowance of half the monthly pay to which her hus¬ 
band would have been entitled, report: 

That the claimant in this petition is the widow of Richard C. Archer, 
who was a pursur in the United States navy, and died on the 24th of 
June, 1824. On the 3d of March, 1837, an act of Congress was 
passed, by which the widow of any officer who had died, or might 
thereafter die, was entitled to the half-monthly pay to which the de¬ 
ceased would have been entitled under the acts regulating the pay of 
the navy, in force on the first day of January, A. D. 1835, to com¬ 
mence from the time of the death of such officer. 

The Pension office decided that pursers were included under the 
designation of “ officers ” in the act of March 3, 1837, and that pur¬ 
sers’ widows were entitled to half pay under that act. 

On the 23d of August, 1842, the act of 3d of March, 1837, allow¬ 
ing this half pay was repealed. Petitioner, however, excuses her 
laches, or failure to apply for its benefits, by the allegation that she 
was entirely ignorant of the existence of the act of 3d of March, 1837, 
until quite recently, many years after its repeal. 

As Purser Archer died in 1824, thirteen years before the enactment 
of the law granting half pay to widows of officers in the navy, and 
could not, therefore, have been entitled to any pay on the first of 
January, 1835, the period fixed in the act of 1837 from which to esti¬ 
mate the pay to which the officer could have been entitled, it would 
be a construction of the law neither sensible nor just to make it re¬ 
late back to a period so far antecedent to its passage. Your committee 
are unanimously of the opinion that the claim of Mrs. Eliza M. Archer 
should not be allowed. 
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